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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CANBER 06529 180756Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO NSC-05 L-03 COME-OO STR-07 
10-14 CTME-00 TRSE-00 SS-15 CIAE-00 INR-10 
NSAE-00 /075 W 

021686 190328Z/73 

R 180546Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4072 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 6529 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, AS 

SUB J : FOLORENCE AGREEMENT PROTOCOL ANNEX E: ARTICLES FOR THE 
HANDICAPPED 

REF: STATE 187912 

1 . AUSTRALIA HAS NOT MADE A FINAL DECISION ON BECOMING A SIGNATORY 
TO THE FLORENCE AGREEMENT. THE MATTER IS UNDER REVIEW BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS (DBCA) UNDER WHOSE 
JURISDICATION THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS FALLS. 

2. UNDER CURRENT AUSTRALIAN LAW, THE GOA TREATS THE ENTRY OF DUTY- 
FREE ITEMS WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE "NAIROBI PROTOCOL" TO THE 
FLORENCE AGREENENT AS BY-LAW ENTRIES UNDER THE APPLICABLE 
PROVISIONS OF BY-LAW PROCEDURES OF THE CUSTOMS AND TARIFF 
LEGISLANTION. 

3. THE BY-LAW PLANNING AND SERVIES DIVISION OF THE BUREAU OF 
CUSTOMS OF DBCA IS PREPARING A DETAILED REPLY TO THE QUESTIONS 
OUTLINED REFTEL. THESE WILL BE REPORTED PROMPTLY TO DEPARTMENT 
UPON RECEIPT. 

ALSTON 
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